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	Glossary of Prison-Related Abbreviations


	AA Administrative Assistant

ABS Anti-Bullying System

ACCT Assessment, Care in Custody & Teamwork –replacement for F2052SH

ACR Automatic Conditional Release

AO Administrative Officer

ARD Automatic Release Date

ATOS Company responsible for assessing long-term sick

BCU Briefing and Casework Unit – PS unit handling adjudication appeals

BME Black & Minority Ethnic

BOV Board of Visitors – now IMB

C & R Control & Restraint

C2W, CTW Custody to Work – pre-release focus on

housing, employment and lifestyle issues

CARATS Counselling, Assessment, Referral, Advice & Through care Scheme – drug & alcohol team

CC Cellular Confinement – a punishment

CCD Criminal Casework Department (Croydon)

CLAIT Computer Literacy and Information Technology

CCT Criminal Casework Team (part of Home Office

Immigration & Nationalities Dept)

CMU Case Management Unit – work on sentence planning & progress

CNA Certified Normal Accommodation

CRD Conditional Release Date

CSH Contracted Service Hours (pre-agreed paid overtime)

DASU Drug And Alcohol Support Unit

DH Dog Handler

EDR Earliest Date of Release

EMU Estates Management Unit

EO Executive Officer

EPDG Estates Planning & Development Group

EGP Ex Gratia Payment

ETA Employment & Training Allocation

ETE Employment/Training/Education

ETS Enhanced Thinking Skills – an OBP

FOCUS Financial Outstations and Central Unified

Systems – the PS accounting system

GOOD Good Order or Discipline – Segregation under Rule 45/49 (historically GOAD)

HCC Health Care Centre

HDC Home Detention Curfew – the Tag

HDCED Earliest Date of Release on HDC

HEO Higher Executive Officer

HMCIP Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Prisons

ICA1/2 Initial Categorisation & Classification Forms

for Adults/YOs

IDU Inmate Development Unit

can be on Basic, Standard or Enhanced


	IEP Incentives and Earned Privileges – Prisoners IG Instruction to Governors

IMB Independent Monitoring Board

JSA Job-Seekers Allowance

JSAC Job Simulation & Assessment Centre (for officers seeking promotion to SO)

KPI/KPT Key Performance Indicator/Target

LDR Latest Date of Release

LED Licence Expiry Date

LIDS Local Inmate Database System – IMB can use this to check location, dates, etc.

LSC Learning & Skills Council

MAPPA Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements

MDT Mandatory Drugs Testing

MSL Minimum Staffing Level

MQPL Measuring the Quality of Prison Life

NACRO National Association for Care & Resettlement of Offenders

NC The National Council for IMBs

NEC National Exchange Centre- building between VTC & Boiler Ho. used for ETE

NOMS National Offender Manager Service – amalgamation of the Prison & Probation Services

OASYS Offender Assessment System – computerised risk & needs assessment

OBP Offending Behaviour Programme

OCA Observation, Classification & Allocations – a Reception task

OLASS Offender Learning and Skills Service (part of LSC)

OSG Operational Support Grade

OI/OR/OP Own Interests/Request/Protection – Segregation under Rule 45/49

PASRO Prisons Addressing Substance-Related Offending –

an OBP

PCO Prison Custody Officer

PCT Primary Care Trust – National Health component responsible for healthcare

PEI/O Physical Education Instructor/Officer

PER Prisoner Escort Record

PESO/PEPO Physical Education Senior/Principal Officer

PIN Prisoner Information Notice

PMU Population Management Unit (central)

PO Principal Officer

POA Prison Officers’ Association – the main trade union

POELT Prison Officer Entry Level Trainee

POPO Prolific and Other Priority Offender

PPO Prisons and Probation Ombudsman

PPP Public Protection Panel

PS Prison Service

PSI Prison Service Instruction

PSO Prison Service Order – see

RFW Removal from Wing – a punishment



