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SGC See: PART 6A: INDECENT PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHILDREN

To distinguish between child pornographic content, authorities rank material on a sliding scale of severity from one to five. This system is based upon the COPINE Typology and ranges from semi-nude/nude photographs (level one) through to penetrative sexual assault (level four) and sadism or bestiality (level five). Sentencing guidelines are based upon categorisation with tariffs reflecting the quantity of images, the severity of such, how long they have been held, whether the materials have been catalogued and organised, how the images were acquired/created, and whether they are a “trophy of the offender’s own sexual abuse of a child.” The COPINE typography was adopted with some modification into English law in the case of Oliver, Hartrey and Baldwin, R. v [2002] EWCA Crim 2766 (21 November 2002)
The levels of seriousness (in ascending order) for sentencing for offences involving pornographic images are: 

Level 1 Images depicting erotic posing with no sexual activity 

Level 2 Non-penetrative sexual activity between children, or solo masturbation by a child 

Level 3 Non-penetrative sexual activity between adults and children 

Level 4 Penetrative sexual activity involving a child or children, or both children and adults 

Level 5 Sadism or penetration of, or by, an animal 

Offences involving any form of sexual penetration of the vagina or anus, or penile
penetration of the mouth (except where they involve sadism or intercourse with an
animal, which fall within level 5), should be classified as activity at level 4.

