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Offence of absconding by person released on bail contrary to Section 6 Bail Act 1976
Section 6 of the Bail Act 1976 states:

(1) If a person who has been released on bail in criminal proceedings fails without reasonable cause to surrender to custody he shall be guilty of an offence; and

(2) If a person who:

(a) has been released on bail in criminal proceedings, and

(b) having reasonable cause therefore, has failed to surrender to custody, fails to surrender to custody at the appointed place as soon after the appointed time as is reasonably practicable, he shall be guilty of an offence.

An offence under subsection (1) or (2) is punishable either on summary conviction or, in the Crown Court, as if it were a criminal contempt of court. The maximum sentence in a magistrates’ court is 3 months imprisonment. [1] If the matter is committed to the Crown Court for sentence, or dealt with there, the maximum sentence is 12 months custody and the sentence is subject to the usual appellate procedures. [2]
Note: There is no need for leave to appeal against sentence, because there is an automatic right of appeal against a Bail Act defence under section 13 of the Administration of Justice Act 1960. 

Archak R v [2011] EWCA Crim 2014 The appellant was required to appear at court at 10.30. He did not arrive until about 11 o'clock. He pleaded guilty to failing to surrender to bail and was sentenced to two months imprisonment. Held: The sentence was manifestly excessive and was disproportionate. Sentence of 2 months' imprisonment quashed and a sentence of 7 days' imprisonment substituted.
Cinar, R. v [2011] EWCA Crim 524 (16 February 2011) Appellant acquitted on rape charge at a trial in his absence. Sentence of six months substituted for one of nine months for failing to surrender to his bail.

Sutton, R. v [2006] EWCA Crim 1487 (12 June 2006) This was an appeal against the imposition of a sentence of 28 days' imprisonment in respect of the appellant's plea of guilty to failure to surrender to bail at a plea and case management direction. The appeal was made without the need for leave to appeal against sentence, because there is an automatic right of appeal against a Bail Act defence under section 13 of the Administration of Justice Act 1960. It perhaps indicates that, whereas, of course, in what one might call ordinary bail cases that may be appropriate, particularly given the speed with which such matters require very often to be considered, it may perhaps be inappropriate for there to be no consideration of the merit of an appeal on paper in an appeal such as this, where, counsel for the appellant, who put forward the case accepted that there was, no matter of principle involved in this case and that a custodial sentence could have been resisted but suggested that it should have been less than the 28 day period that was imposed. The only significance to this was that, if his client was convicted on serious matters which remained outstanding, he would have credit for a lesser period, assuming that the learned sentencing judge were minded to give credit, than he would otherwise have had by virtue of awaiting trial on remand because, not surprisingly in the light of his failure to surrender to bail, his bail was withdrawn. Appeal dismissed.
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